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Chat room drama connects in intimate OSF venue
By Edith Decker
of the Daily Courier

Freshening up William Shakespeare’s work is a Oregon Shakespeare
Festival specialty, but there’s nothing
fresher than “Water by the Spoonful.”
The 2012 Pulitzer Prize winning play
produced off Broadway — closing just
last year — is about an online chat
room for recovering crack addicts and
also a young Marine’s recovery after
his tour in Iraq.
Directed by
Shishir Kurup,
it’s
dramatic
stuff, but also
with a sense of
humor and the
ring of truth.
After all, playwright Quiara Alegria
Hudes based “Water by the Spoonful”
on interviews with a distant former
Marine cousin and his extended family
who live in the Puerto Rican neighborhoods of Philadelphia.
Here, two sisters have gone in different directions. One became a neighborhood organizer, the other a crack
addict. When the play starts, the organizer is dying of cancer (she doesn’t
appear on stage) and the addict,
Odessa, has been clean for seven years
and, rejected by her family, has formed
a new network online. She monitors a
chat room for recovering addicts while
living off her meager wages as a cleaning woman.
Odessa’s son, Elliot, the returned
Marine, is caring for his aunt, who
raised him, along with his cousin
Yazmin, a music teacher.
Nearly every character in this play
is haunted — Elliott quite literally by
an Iraqi man he shot. Certainly the
online addicts are. They include a
young Asian American woman, Orangutan, who seeks her roots in Japan,
where her parents adopted her; a middle-aged IRS worker, Chutes&Ladders,

JENNY GRAHAM/Oregon Shakespeare Festival

Odessa, played by Vilma Silva, monitors the conversation on her online chat room for recovering
drug addicts with participants, played by, from left, Celeste Den, Bruce A. Young and Barret
O’Brien. Screens at the back show their log-ons when they’re on stage.
who avoids human contact as part of
his effort to stay sober; and a formerly
successful computer programmer,
Fountainhead, who is new to the chat
room.
And, of course, Odessa is haunted by
her family, both those present and
those now missing.
As all these people reach out, some-

times with excruciating care and desperation, toward human contact, an
undeniable sense of hope comes
through in this wonderful play.
As you’d expect from the festival, the
performances are all exceptional. Vilma
Silva is wonderful as Odessa, known
online as Haikumom, who tries to care
for her band of chat room misfits via
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her ancient computer. Silva is celebrating her 19th season with the festival and
it seems the small Thomas Theatre
draws in those excellent veterans.
Daniel Jose Molina as Odessa’s lost
son, the soldier, is also excellent as
Elliott fights to keep a job, deal with his
injured leg and far more injured psyche.
Festival goers might remember Molina
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Tickets for
Douglas County
Fair headline acts
on sale Saturday
Reserved concert seating for
headline entertainers at the
Douglas County Fair go on sale
Saturday.
Tickets will be available in
person at the fairgrounds in
Roseburg starting at 8 a.m.
or by going online at www.douglasfairgrounds.com starting at
noon.
The concert lineup is
blues/rock artist Jonny Lang,
Aug. 6; country artist Thomas
Rhett, Aug. 7; post-grunge/alternative rock band Seether, Aug.
8, and Deep Purple, known for
hard rock and heavy metal, on
Aug. 9.
All concerts are free with fair
admission.
Reserved seating for Wednesday through Friday concerts is
$25 plus fair admission, or purchase a package deal for $33
including admission.
For Saturday’s Deep Purple
concert, reserved seating is $30
plus fair admission or get a
package deal for $38 including
admission.
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CD party
Jazz guitar icon John
Stowell, left, and vocalist
Kendra Shank are giving
an intimate concert and
CD release event April 11
at Paschal Winery, 1122
Suncrest Road in Talent.
They’ll perform originals,
jazz standards, ballads
and folk songs as well
as free improvisations.
Tickets to the 7 p.m.
show are $25 general,
$20 for Siskiyou Music
Project members and
$10 for full-time students.
Call 541-488-3869 or go to
siskiyoumusicproject.com.

as Romeo from two seasons ago.
Bruce A. Young is new to the festival, but fresh from Broadway and theaters around the country. As the shy,
witty, self-deprecating IRS worker,
Young injects both humor and desperation into Chutes&Ladders, who eventually takes a huge risk to make a real
connection.
Celeste Den is great as the quirky,
jumpy and genuine Orangutan, while
Barret O’Brien has some intense
scenes as Fountainhead, who is still
coming to terms with his addiction and
finds a giant helping of “been there,
done that” no-nonsense from the chat
room.
Nancy Rodriguez plays the author
herself, really, the professor who
escaped the barrio and all the pitfalls
of poverty she sees her relatives falling
into. However, she has her own issues
as her marriage and career are
stalling. She’s the steadying influence
for her family, though, just as Odessa
steadies her online family.
The set, designed by Sibyl Wickersheimer, augmented by lighting by
Geoff Korf, is almost a character itself.
The small platforms almost look like
giant keyboard keys. At the back of the
stage are four screens that light up
when the chat room members are
online.
This play about the connections and
disconnections of modern families —
families of all types — will keep you
thinking for days after you leave the
theater. Tickets have been selling fast,
by the way, so get one if you can.
———
“Water by the Spoonful” by Quiara
Alegria Hudes plays at the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival’s Thomas Theatre on various dates through June 20
and then takes a break, coming back
Sept. 4 to Nov. 2.
For ticket availability and information, see www.osfashland.org or call
541-482-4331.

Attached woman
can’t resist flirting
with other men
Dear Abby: I have been with
my current boyfriend for a year
and a half and I love him dearly. However, I often find myself
drawn to other guys who I know
are nothing but trouble. It never
goes further than simple flirting,
but I still feel guilty for doing it
when I’m in a relationship. How
do I keep myself from temptation? — Hard To Resist
Dear Hard To Resist: Temptation to do what? To involve
yourself with a man who is nothing but trouble? A way to discourage that would be to ask
yourself how you would feel if
you lost your boyfriend. That
would be a high price to pay for
acting immaturely.
However, if you’re asking
how to overcome the IMPULSE,
my advice is to have an honest
conversation with yourself about
why you feel the need. Most of
the women (and men) who act
this way are constantly trying to
prove to themselves that they
are attractive. If this could be
you, then start working on your
self-esteem, because if you
don’t, I predict you’ll ruin a
good relationship.
Dear Abby: I’m in my 50s
and overweight. I work hard,
eat three meals a day and am —
more or less — healthy except
for sore feet after work. I’m
aware of the medical warnings.
Who isn’t? But I have decided to
accept myself as I am, relax and
be happy.
For years I have been hard
on myself for not being slim.
This is me in my 50s. I don’t
expect myself to be slim like I
was in my 20s. Now I can smile,
breathe easier, have a good
time, and finally buy the new
clothes I have put off buying
until I was thinner. My new spir-

Dear Abby

Abigail
Van Buren
Syndicated columnist

it is weightless and my new attitude has made my life more
meaningful. Any thoughts? —
Living Free At Last
Dear Living Free: Only this,
that we all have choices to make
about our health, what is important to us and how we want to
live our lives. You have made
yours, and at this point it
appears to have been the right
one for you. May it ever be thus.
Dear Abby: My husband has
a paralyzing fear of driving over
bridges. It interferes with our
life together. He is otherwise
healthy, but will not see a therapist for this problem.
We have been married for 27
years. I am 63 and he is 67. I am
very sad that our life is so limited. Any advice? — Landlocked
In Virginia
Dear Landlocked: It would
be interesting to know how your
husband developed this phobia.
But because he refuses to do
anything about it and you feel
restricted, consider traveling
with another companion.
———
Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Duplicate Bridge Club reports winners
The Grants Pass Duplicate
Bridge
Club
announces
the winners for the week of
March 24:
• March 24 — Arn Williams
and Bob Harkey; Donna Rund
and Peg Meyer

• March 25 — Barbara
Erickson and Nancy Hitchcock
• March 26 — Bryan Archer
and Donna Anderson
• March 28 — Phyllis and
Arn Williams; Mary Louise
Hendricks and Myra Falletta.
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Tree City USA

Arbor Day 2014

Celebration
Tussing Park • April 7 at 1:00pm
26th Year Honored as Tree City
• Imagine That Creative Children’s Center
will have tree artwork and sing songs

• Planting of a
Tulip Tree

