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OSF’s ‘A Wrinkle in Time’ a sci-fi trip worth taking
By Kathleen Alaks
of the Daily Courier

Adapting a classic novel for
the stage — staying true to the
material while making it an
original piece of theater — can
be a daunting task.
Oregon Shakespeare Festival
director
Tracy Young
proves more
than up to the
challenge
with her spirited and visually exciting adaptation of
Madeleine L’Engle’s science fiction fantasy story “A Wrinkle in
Time.”
The world premiere, which
opened Easter Sunday in OSF’s
Angus Bowmer Theatre in Ashland, both captures the complexity and wonder of the 1962 young
adult novel and is a satisfying
theater experience in its own
right.
In the book, three children
travel through time and space to
exotic planets in search of their
father. Readers of the book need
to use their imaginations to conjure up images of these far-away
places.
On stage, Young and scenic
designer Christopher Acebo
wisely use minimal scenery and
simple, evocative set pieces to
lay a framework, then employ
lights, sound and images to
bring this bizarre universe to
life.
Video designer Shawn
Sagady, composer and sound

Restaurant
scores
The Daily Courier publishes
the most recent restaurant
scores from the Josephine County Health Department.
The department’s inspectors
give all restaurants and food
services an unannounced inspection regularly.
A restaurant must have a
score of at least 70 out of 100 to
pass the inspection. The score
also lists three types of violations.
Critical violations, include,
but are not limited to, improper
hand washing and serving practices, inappropriate food temperatures and malfunctioning
refrigeration and other equipment and signs of vermin and
insects. Semi-critical violations
include improper cleaning of
equipment or equipment malfunction. Non-critical violations
include unclean floors or walls,
glasses and plates stored
improperly or unclean utensils.
The department posts scores
regularly and shows past scores
on Josephine County’s website
at www.co.josephine.or.us, then
click on the “Restaurant Scores”
link.
———
Abby’s Pizza on Beacon: score
100; 1 non-critical violation
Abu’s Oasis Deli: score 100; 1
noncritical
Arby’s: score 100; no violations
Caveman Donuts and Mexican
Kitchen: score 100; 1 noncritical
Cedarwood Saloon: score 100;
no violations
Buffalo Bill’s Train Depot:
score 94; 2 semi-critical and 3
non-critical
Dutch Bros. in the Grants
Pass Shopping Center, score 100;
no violations
Dutch Bros. on Williams Highway: score 100; 2 non-critical violations
La Burrita: score 86; 1 critical
violation; 3 semi-critical and 2
non-critical violations
Lupita’s Taquiera: score 97; 1
semi-critical and 2 non-critical
violations
Going Rogue Espresso Coffee:
score 100; no violations
McDonald’s on Allen Creek
Road: score 97; 1 semi-critical
and 1 non-critical violations
Mi Ranchito Mexican Restaurant: score 90; 2 critical and 3
non-critical violations
North Pacific Grange: score
100; no violations
Pine Tree Tavern: score 94; 1
critical violation (repeat); 1 semicritical and 1 non-critical violation
Pita Pit: score 95; 1 critical
violation
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Calvin (Joe Wegner, left), Charles Wallace (Sara Bruner) and Meg (Alejandra
Escalante) time travel to Camazotz and encounter the Man with Red Eyes in “A
Wrinkle in Time” at Oregon Shakespeare Festival.
designer Paul James Pendergast
and lighting designer Robert
Wierzel conjure up freakish
weather, exotic planets, a “1984”like dystopia and the disorienting experience of “tessering”
through shortcuts in the spacetime continuum.
Young also brings a playful
sense of childlike imagination to
the production, casting adults as
children — and a dog — having

an ensemble playing multiple
roles, and employing all manner
of props and puppets.
Setting the scene even before
the play’s curtain, Young has
her actors wander across the
stage while images of the Cold
War era are projected on a
screen and early 1960s music
plays in the background.
And she stays true to her
source material, setting the

framework for the play with
actors reading portions of narration right from copies of the
book they carry on stage. And
she opens the play with the
book’s iconic first line: “It was a
dark and stormy night.”
We first meet Meg Murry, a
smart but awkward teenager,
nagged at and picked on at
school, angry about being a misfit, lonely and desperate to fit in.
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She’s also worried about her
father, a noted physicist working
for the government, who has
mysteriously disappeared.
Her mother, also a scientist,
holds the family together: Meg,
younger twin boys and the
youngest, Charles Wallace, a
precocious 5-year-old with a
fearsome intelligence and telepathic powers.
The appearance of a mysterious neighbor, Mrs. Whatsit,
wearing rainbow-colored clothing, soon sends Meg, Charles
and stalwart schoolmate Calvin
on a quest to rescue Meg’s
father and eventually do battle
with a dark force known as IT.
Aided by Mrs. Whatsit — who
transforms herself into a huge
white flying creature — and her
quasi-angelic, flaky friends Mrs.
Who — who loves to offer pithy
sayings in foreign languages —
and Mrs. Which — who appears
mostly as reflections and spots
of light — the children use
“tessering” to glide through the
title’s fifth dimension to visit
other worlds.
Alejandra Escalante as the
spunky Meg, Sara Bruner as the
enigmatic Charles Wallace and
Joe Wegner as confident Calvin
O’Keefe perfectly capture the
wide-eyed spontaneity of children, and it’s easy to forget that
these are adult actors.
Mr. Murry (Dan Donohue)
and Mrs. Murry (Kate Hurster)
are subtle characters and twins
Dennys (Mark Bedard) and
Sandy (Jeremy Thompson)
reflect each other like synchro-
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nized swimmers.
The rest of the cast is delightful: Judith-Marie Bergan as the
spacy Mrs. Whatsit, understudy
K.T. Vogt as the equally-spacy
Mrs. Who, Kate Mulligan as the
ditzy Happy Medium, Daniel T.
Parker as the blue-tentacled
Aunt Beast and U. Jonathan
Toppo as the cheek-licking family dog Fortinbras.
Among the highlights of this
imaginatively visual production
is using a pint-sized marionette
to depict Charles Wallace after
his mind is taken over by a totalitarian planet’s control freaks.
Mark Bedard’s work of the controls and voice of the puppet are
eerily lifelike.
Running an hour and 45 minutes, without intermission,
Young’s tight, exploding joy ride
captures the heart of L’Engle’s
original magic, addressing
themes of good versus evil, the
power of love and awe and the
value of individuality.
Readers familiar with the
story will likely enjoy this spirited retelling. Those who haven’t
read the book will still be captivated by this wonderfully
strange universe, even if they
might occasionally scratch their
heads wondering what’s going
on.
———
“A Wrinkle in Time” runs
various days and times, through
Nov. 1 at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland.
Tickets range from $25 to $112.
Call 541-482-4331 or visit
www.osfashland.org.
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Bill Maher added to Britt lineup
Britt Festivals has added comic Bill
Maher to the 2014 lineup. He will perform on the Britt stage in Jacksonville
on Aug. 29 at 8 p.m.
For more than 20 years, Maher has
pushed the boundaries of where funny,
political talk can go on American television. First on “Politically Incorrect,”
and for the last 12 years on HBO’s
“Real Time,” Maher’s unflinching style
has earned him 32 Emmy nominations.
This performance may not be suit-

able for children.
Tickets are now on sale to Britt
members. They will be available to the
general public on May 16.
Tickets are $79 reserved, $46 for
adult lawn. A premium blanket for two
is $168, a premium blanket for four is
$336.
For full information about Britt’s
2014 season and membership, visit
www.brittfest.org or call 541-773-6077 or
800-882-7488.

Television host and comedian Bill Maher
will be at Britt on Aug. 29.

Duplicate Bridge Club
announces winners
The Grants Pass Duplicate
Bridge Club reports the following winners for the week of
April 14:
• April 14
—
Donna
Andrews and
Robert Jackson
• April 15
—
Adele
Tingey and
Don Rice
• April 16
—
B o b
Harkey and
ANDREWS
P h y l l i s
Williams: Donna Rund and
Donna Andrews
• April 18 — Donna Andrews
and Nancy Ausland; Sharon
Warren and Denise McElney.

Import car show will be
Saturday at Abby’s Pizza
An import car show and
shine is being held Saturday in
Grants Pass.
This is fourth annual show
put on by the Rogue Valley Ole
Volks and Folks to benefit the
Josephine County Relay for
Life.
The show is open from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the parking lot
of Abby’s Pizza, 1560 Williams
Highway.
Admission is free for spectators.
The car entry fee is $7.50 per
vehicle.
Plaques will be awarded to
cars in several categories. All
proceeds will go to Relay for
Life.
To register a car, you can
stop by Import Parts and Service Center, 1995 Rogue River
Highway or by calling 541-4769227.

Married couple’s sex life has become all about the numbers
Dear Abby: I have been married to a wonderful man for 30
years. Our marriage may not be
perfect, but it’s quite good.
My dilemma is this: My husband keeps track of every time
we have sex and has a personal
goal of 100 times a year. In 2013,
he informed me that we’d had
sex only 76 times, and that was
not adequate for him. He was
quite upset about it.
Do you think tracking your
sex life is normal, and what do
you think about a couple married
for 30-plus years having sex 76
times in a year? Is that normal?
Also, keep in mind that he travels

Aggregate:
We Deliver Any
Bark,
Mulch
Conveyored Material
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for business and is gone about 60
days a year. — Pressured
Dear Pressured: Your husband sounds like a college student who is striving to get 100
notches on his belt. Rather than
obsess about the number of times
you have had sex, the quality of
the experience should be more
important. Fifty GREAT times a
year would be better than 100 soso times, one would think. And
no, I do not think your husband’s
preoccupation is “normal” —
whatever normal is these days.
Dear Abby: After six years of
unsuccessful fertility work, my
husband and I were forced to

Dear Abby

Abigail
Van Buren
Syndicated columnist

give up. Last summer his sister
offered to be a surrogate for us,
and we’ll use a donor egg since I
have none. We have told only a
few people.

We’re having an embryo transfer next week and thought we’d
wait until after the first trimester
to “announce.” But what is the
proper way to do it when it’s not
actually I who is expecting? And
is there etiquette for having a
baby shower in this situation?
We’re excited and proud of this
opportunity, but it takes a lot of
explaining for people to understand and not be judgmental. This
is the closest we’ll ever get to
experiencing pregnancy, and I
want to enjoy it to the fullest. —
Mom-To-Be in Washington
Dear Mom-To-Be: Congratulations on your pregnancy.

Because it takes explaining, I
recommend you share the happy
news with your family and close
friends by telling them in person.
That way, you can answer any
questions they may have directly.
When you want “the world” to
know, you may decide to send a
mass email or post photos on the
Internet.
As to having a baby shower —
because this is a happy event you
are celebrating and you will need
things for the baby, I’m sure a
friend will want to host one for
you. Be sure to include your sister-in-law if she would like to
attend.
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