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2010 Study Guide for Henry IV, Part One by William Shakespeare

Before seeing/reading the play

1.

Research the political events in England at the time Shakespeare wrote Henry IV, Part
One (1590’s). Pay special attention to the reign of Queen Elizabeth, legitimate
succession to the throne and rebellion. These and other websites provide information:
http://www.tudorhistory.org/elizabeth/gueen.html

http://faculty.history.wisc.edu/sommerville/361/361-14.htm

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Devereux, 2nd_Earl_of Essex

Research the background and history of English kings from Edward Ill to Henry V. Pay
special attention to Richard Il, the Mortimers, John of Gaunt, Henry IV and Henry V.
How did King Henry IV obtain his rule? These and other websites provide information:
http://www.historymedren.about.com/od/hwho/p/who_henry4.htm

http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm

http://www.englishmonarchs.co.uk/plantagenet g9.htm

Research the historical figure Owen Glendower (Owain Glyndwr). Pay particular
attention to his association with poetry, magic and Welsh pride. Notice also his
relationship to English culture. This and other websites provide information:
http://www.nndb.com/people/292/000092016/

Research medieval society in England. How different was the life of the nobility from
the life of the commoners? How did people dress? What did they eat and drink? What
place did entertainment have in daily life? Where did people gather? How did news
travel? How much crime was there and how was it dealt with? These and other
websites provide information:

http://www.camelotintl.com/village/street.html

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/medieval _peasants.htm

http://www.hyw.com/Books/History/Medieval.htm
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What are the Wars of the Roses? How did events in Henry IV’s life contribute to the
Wars of the Roses? These and other websites provide information:
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_ of Lancaster

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of the Roses

. Research the Lord of Misrule, the Saturnalia Festival and the Feast of Fools. What was
the Lord of Misrule responsible for during festivals and celebrations? What function
did he serve? What happened to him at the end of the festivities? These and other
websites provide information:

http://www.bartleby.com/196/145.html

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of Misrule

Research the miles gloriosus figure from classical Roman drama. Find examples in
Shakespeare’s plays, modern novels, films, TV shows, video games and graphic novels.
What traits do these characters have in common? These and other websites provide
information:

http://www.answers.com/topic/miles-gloriosus

http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/MilesGloriosus

. Research the Seven Deadly Sins and the stock character of Vice in medieval morality
plays. What are Vice’s villainous qualities? What are his or her comic qualities? Find
examples of characters who embody either an aspect of Vice and/or one or more of
the Seven Deadly Sins in Shakespeare’s plays, novels, films, TV shows, video games
and graphic novels. These and other websites provide information:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice (character)
http://450shakespeare.blogspot.com/2005/10/greenblatt-on-morality-plays-and-
their.html

http://www.deadlysins.com/sins/index.htm

. What obligation does a writer have to be true to the facts when presenting historical
events? What are the dangers of fictionalizing events and presenting them as history?
Of fictionalizing historical characters and presenting them as biography? Find
examples of modern-day films that have changed history and individuals to create a
more compelling story.
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What are the definitions of honor? Define honor in terms that have meaning for you.

How highly do you value honor? Who in your life is honorable?

In your opinion, what qualities should a good king possess? Research good kings from
history and literature. Which of their attributes made them good? How were these
kings rewarded for being good? How were they punished? What qualities does a bad
ruler possess? What are the consequences of bad kingship for the king? For the people

he rules?

Research the monarchic system of government. What is needed for a king to rule
effectively? How much power did a monarch possess in Shakespeare’s time? During
the period in which Henry IV, Part One is set? Who in a monarchy other than the king
holds power? How is a monarchy similar to a democratic system of government? How
is it different? This and other websites provide information:

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchy

Research the “divine right of kings.” How did this right relate to the monarchic system
of government? What is the relationship between a king and God? In light of this
principle, how is rebellion against a king regarded? These and other websites provide
information:

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_right of kings

http://www.answers.com/topic/divine-right-of-kings

What is a crusade? What are the reasons people go on crusades? What is The
Crusades historically? This and other websites provide information:

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crusades

Research the Battle of Shrewsbury. What significant events took place there? How
might history have played out differently if the battle had gone another way? This
and other websites provide information:
http://www.militaryhistory.about.com/od/battleswars14011600/p/Shrewsbury.htm

Why are civil wars potentially more devastating than wars between nations? What is

generally the cause of civil war? How is civil war related to power and rebellion?
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17. Shakespeare often introduces the major themes in his plays in the first scene. Read
Act |, scene i of Henry IV, Part One. What does this scene suggest the play will be
about?

Resources

Books:
Richard I, William Shakespeare
Shakespeare’s English Kings, Peter Saccio
Asimov’s Guide to Shakespeare, Isaac Asimov
The Sunne In Splendor, Sharon Kay Penman
Wars of the Roses, Alison Weir
The Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland, Raphael Holinshed

Films:
Shakespeare’s An Age of Kings (1960), BBC
Henry IV, Part One (1979), BBC Shakespeare Histories

Learn more about Shakespeare’s life and times at the following websites:
http://internetshakespeare.uvic.ca/Library/SLT/index.html
http://www.folger.edu/template.cfm?cid=865& CFID=6230886& CFTOKEN=25420173
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare.html

http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/life.htm

http://www.bardweb.net/man.html

After seeing/reading the play

1. Henry IV, Part One is the second play of a tetralogy, or four-part series that begins
with Richard Il continues with Henry IV, Part Two and ends with Henry V. What
happened before Part One begins? What do you learn of the events that took place in
Richard II? What past occurrences haunt King Henry IV and the other characters?
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How does Shakespeare set us up for Henry 1V, Part Two? What pieces of the story are
left unfinished at the end of the play?

Refer to your research about the lives of Henry IV and Henry V. How has Shakespeare
altered the historical facts, personalities and timelines? What are his reasons for
these alterations? What is gained? What is lost?

. What part did the Percys (Northumberland, Worcester, Hotspur) play in the transition
from the reign of King Richard Il to that of Henry IV? Why is King Henry displeased
with the Percys? What actions have they performed prior to the beginning of Henry
IV, Part One? What do they want of King Henry? Why do they believe they deserve it?
Account for the inconsistencies between the Percys’ attitudes in Richard Il and in

Henry IV, Part One.

One of the important relationship patterns in the play is father-son. Who are the
fathers of Prince Hal and Hotspur? Who are their father-figures? Describe all these
relationships. How do the fathers and father-figures provide role models for the sons?
How do they exert a positive influence on the sons? What are their negative
influences? What traits have the fathers and father-figures passed along to the sons?
How do the sons disappoint their fathers and/or father figures? How do the sons
make them proud? How do the fathers and/or father figures betray their sons? What

are the consequences?

. What are King Henry’s feelings for Hotspur? Contrast them with his feelings for his
son, Prince Hal. How do these sentiments change in the course of the play? What

causes the changes?

Identify the various social arrangements of the play (e.g., family, court). In each of
these arrangements, who is the “leader”? How are the other members ranked in
relation to him? What are the shared core values of each group?

. One of the play’s principal themes is rebellion or civil war. Chart instances of these
upheavals in each of the play’s societies. How do they parallel each other? How do

they illuminate each other?
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Refer to your research on the divine right of kings. What causes the Percys to believe

that their rebellion is justified? To what extent do you agree and/or disagree?

How, according to King Henry, did he win the approval, respect and affection of the
people? How does Hal seem to be going about the same task? Which technique do

you prefer, and why?

What does Hal learn about the people he will one day govern by spending his time at

the Boar’s Head Tavern?

Literary critic Harold Bloom refers to Falstaff as a man “made out of words.” Cite
examples from the text in which Falstaff uses words to create and re-create himself.

Which are accurate, which are comic inventions, and which are outright lies? In each

miles gloriosus



